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Overview:
CPRE Protect Kent is utterly opposed to any new hub airport anywhere in the Thames Estuary. We believe that the key concept that there is a lack of runway capacity should be challenged before any expansion takes place within this sensitive environment. A new Thames Estuary airport would be incredibly destructive to some of our most beautiful Kentish landscapes which have been protected with internationally recognised designations whilst posing significant problems for both wildlife within the area and wider environmental issues such as climate change. The aviation industry does not want it, the environmental charities do not want it, and CPRE Protect Kent believes that the majority of Kentish people do not want it; so join with us to oppose the construction of this new airport.
Key Arguments Against a new airport in the Thames Estuary:

1. The need for any new capacity

CPRE Protect Kent challenges the belief that there is currently a need for any further capacity within the aviation industry. We would argue that the runway space currently available is adequate for a number of years before there should be any need to expand. The issue at hand is that this capacity is being improperly and inefficiently managed. There is still significant capacity left in the system, especially if the runway capacity were managed in a more effective manner. With the rise in aviation fuel prices and the enhanced ability to teleconference, we believe that business flights will fall dramatically in the future resulting in significantly lower demand for air travel. Coupled with the impact that rising fuel prices will have on the aviation industry, we do not believe that in the longer term, there will be any requirement for a new airport. Against this backdrop, we feel that there is absolutely no need for a new airport within the Thames Estuary and therefore intend to campaign against these proposals vigorously. CPRE Protect Kent has written a report on the issues surrounding a new Thames Estuary airport with the major arguments against it explained in much greater detail. If you would like to access this report, please visit www.protectkent.org.uk 
2. Landscapes

The area in which the proposed new Thames Estuary airport would be developed is currently a tranquil and peaceful wildlife haven. A new airport would industrialise this area, bringing need for new infrastructure, housing for employees and industrial storage units which would all diminish the landscape character hugely. Development on this scale would forever devalue North Kent’s precious landscape heritage.
3. Ecology

CPRE Protect Kent believes that the ecological impacts of building a new Thames Estuary airport would have far reaching consequences. A new airport in the area would itself cause massive problems to wildlife, but the resulting infrastructure which would be necessary to facilitate the airport itself would also cause tremendous damage to the wider area. Currently the Isle of Grain is a haven for internationally important wildlife, but it would be transformed into a densely populated urban sprawl with little value to wildlife if a new Thames Estuary airport were to be developed. The sites which are being proposed are all within extremely close proximity to Ramsar designated areas. The Ramsar designation is an internationally recognised and legally protected convention for the preservation of wetland sites. The Ramsar designation of the North Kent marshes shows their importance to the wildlife which inhabits the area and indicates why this is an utterly inappropriate area to try and build a global airport.
4. Other Important Issues

There are many other important reasons to object to a new Thames Estuary airport. The risk of birdstrike is significantly higher here than at any other airport within the UK. This would cause grave safety problems with airport operations which must be considered unacceptable. Climate change is also a significant reason to object to a new airport. Whilst there has been progress in limiting the emissions from aircraft, it has been significantly less than both the targets and proposed requirements. Emissions from aircraft are a huge problem in the fight against climate change, and to build a very large new airport in this area would be tantamount to ignoring the impact of these emissions.
To find out more about our campaign, and to help CPRE Protect Kent continue fighting against these proposals and many others which will destroy precious Kentish countryside, please visit www.protectkent.org.uk 
FIND OUT MORE AND JOIN THE CAMPAIGN AT www.protectkent.org.uk 


